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PURPOSE

Provide baseline information and close knowledge gaps on prevailing farm practices, technologies,
productivity, and economic outcomes of farming across a wide range of agro-ecological zones in
Myanmar.

METHODOLOGY

Ayeyarwady, Bago, Sagaing, and Shan State were selected for data collection because they represent
a rich variety of agro-ecological zones/ecoregions and farming systems in Myanmar. The Myanmar
Marketing Research and Development Organisation designed the survey and collected the data

with technical support from the International Rice Research Institute, the Philippine Rice Research
Institute, and the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation. Data were collected from
1,728 farming households during the 2013/14 agricultural season, through two survey rounds. The
targeted crops were paddy, pulses and beans, oilseeds, and maize. Comparisons in productivity and
profitability were made across seasons (monsoon, cool and dry), farms of different sizes, and those
featuring different patterns of land use, crop rotations, and farming practices based on an analysis
of representative farm enterprise models. Most data was disaggregated by gender. Where possible,
Myanmar was benchmarked with its peers: Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam, and other Asian countries.

MAIN FINDINGS

1. Myanmar's farming systems are diversified more than commonly
thought. While during the monsoon season most farms produce paddy,
during the cool and dry seasons most farms produce crops other than
paddy, mainly beans and pulses, oilseeds, and maize.

The analysis reconfirmed that agricultural productivity in Myanmar is low,
irrespective of what indicators are used, limiting the sector's contribution
to poverty reduction and shared prosperity.

Low productivity is a result of multiple factors, many of them associated
with the undersupply of quality public services such as research,
extension, and rural infrastructure, in delivery of which the government
has a key role to play.

Redesign of public programmes is needed to shift from exclusive paddy
production promotion to broad-based agricultural development support.
This is vitally important as paddy is less profitable and more costly to
produce than other crops in most agro-ecological zones, especially during
the cool and dry seasons.




POLICY IMPLICATIONS
Broaden the scope and coverage of agricultural programmes from supporting higher paddy production to
making overall farming systems efficient and more profitable.

1. The public seed production system, which currently focuses almost exclusively on rice varieties,
needs to include planting materials for a diverse range of crops, building on Myanmar's rich agro-
diversity and farmers' economic considerations.

2. Agricultural extension services would need to increase outreach to farmers and crop coverage to
accelerate adoption of modern farm technologies.

3. Irrigation systems need to be more flexible and provide demand-driven irrigation services to
enable farmers to pursue the best crop mix/rotation patterns in different areas and in response to
market opportunities.

Additional remarks

The survey is not nationally representative and its results need to be interpreted in that context. It focused
on farm households residing in main village tracts, which usually have better access to markets, finance,
and public services. The results therefore tell a story about farms with better opportunities and most likely
better farming outcomes. This focus was chosen to study Myanmar’'s commercial production areas and to
facilitate international comparisons, as most international studies follow a similar approach, focusing on
advanced farmers in commercial production areas.
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